
 12 

3015 N. Main St. 

Royal Oak, MI 48073 

248.585.5600 

www.royaloaksal.org 

 

   



 2 

Welcome to another exciting summer at The Salvation Army’s Summer Day Camp!  

We’re glad you chose us! 

This handbook contains lots of great information about Day Camp at The SAL.  If you 

find that you still have questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me.   

The SAL strives to provide a high quality summer day camp experience that enriches 

the lives of all involved.  We’re thrilled to bring some new and  exciting activities to a 

camp that has been serving this community for many years.  Summer Camp is not 

just day care, it is the chance for your child to participate in activities that cannot 

happen during the school year.  Camp is an experience your child should not miss! 

We have a goal of helping campers grow physically, socially, and spiritually.    

 Physically, through plenty of active outdoor and indoor activities.  Hopefully, 

your child will get the chance to try something brand new this year!   

 Socially by learning to interact with their peers in a different environment from 

school.  They’ll have fun together and remember that  it’s a great thing to be 

silly!   

 Spiritually through our weekly Bible classes that teach basic values like honesty, 

love, and much more.  They’ll learn to care for others through our annual service 

project where we raise money for children in other countries.   

The SAL Summer Day Camp program maintains a staff to child ratio compliant with 

State of Michigan requirements.  All our staff is Red Cross Certified in First Aid, CPR & 

The Salvation Army’s national SAFE FROM HARM program.   

We understand that you have many options when it comes to finding a Summer 

Camp for your child.  We are glad you have chosen to be a part of The Salvation   

Army Summer Day Camp ! 

See you at The SAL! 

 

Melanie Mowers 

Community Center Director 

248.585.5600 ext. 225 

Melanie_mowers@usc.salvationarmy.org 
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Lost & Found 

Lost items will be placed in the bin by the SAL door.  Please regularly check 

for any items your child may be missing.  Items may also be found in your 

child’s group bin, located in the gym.   

Any items not claimed at the end of the summer will be donated to The     

Salvation Army Thrift Store. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SAL Day Camp and After School Program is in the process of being      

licensed by The State of  Michigan beginning 2017. 

The Center’s licensing notebook is available at The SAL: 

 1. The licensing notebook contains all licensing inspection and     

 special investigation reports and related corrective action plans 

 2. The licensing notebook is available to parents during regular    

 business hours 

 3. Licensing inspection and special investigation reports from at least 

 the last two years will be available on the child care licensing web

 site at www. Michigan.gov/michildcare 
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What not to bring to camp 

As we will schedule lots of activities for your camper, please leave the     

following items at home:  

Ipods, headphones, electronic games, pokemon/yu-gi-oh cards, toys, excess 

money, weapons, other expensive items.  Phones may be brought to camp at 

their own risk and are not to be used during camp hours.  Parents may be 

contacted by the camper through the office if necessary.   

What to wear 

Campers will be outside A LOT!  Please dress in summer attire.  It is             

recommended that campers wear comfy shoes and old clothes.   

Camp shirt should be worn on all field trip days. Shirts will be distributed by 

your camper’s counselor on their first day of camp.  If you’d like to order an 

additional shirt, please mark the registration form and pay an additional $10. 

Concessions 

The SAL will have snacks and drinks available for purchase during lunch time 

and latchkey only.  (Please do not count on this for your child’s lunch).  Many 

of our field trips also have concessions available.  Please send any money with 

your child in an envelope marked with their name, counselor’s name and 

amount in the envelope.   

Communication 

Email reports will be mailed periodically from the Community Center Director.  

This will give an overview of the week, as well as any upcoming events.  Make 

sure your email address is on file with us so we can let you know of any news.   

Text messages can also be received via our Kidcheck system.  Emergency texts 

will be sent this way.   

Parents will be notified for the following: illness, injury, behavioral issue 
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The Salvation Army Mission Statement 

The Salvation Army, an international movement, is an  evangelical part of 

the universal Christian Church. 

Its message is based on the Bible.  Its ministry is motivated by the love of 

God.  Its mission is to preach the gospel of  Jesus Christ and to meet hu-

man needs in His name without discrimination.   

Day Camp is for boys & girls entering 1st grade through entering 7th 

grade in the fall. 

Fee Policy 

Day Camp—$110 per week 

50% deposit is due upon registration.  The remaining 50% is due the first 

day your child attends camp.  There is a 50% refund of your deposit prior 

to June 19th and No refunds once camp begins.  

If there is a change in your schedule after you have turned in your  regis-

tration forms, please contact us and let us know.  Although we cannot 

refund any payments, we can apply them to the balance.  

Latchkey—$30 for 7am-10am, $30 for 3pm-6pm—weekly 

Latchkey bills are paid on Monday morning throughout the summer or 

paid in full upon registration.   

You can receive a 10% discount if you pay your latchkey fees in full at the 

beginning of camp.   

There will be a $1 per minute charge for any child picked up after 6pm 

from the Latchkey program.   

Counselor Requests 

Due to the large number of campers we cannot make any requests for a  

specific counselor.  Children are placed in groups based on grade    level.  

Siblings of different grades will not be placed together.  
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Summer Camp Schedule—9 weeks from June 19-August 18 

Monday-Friday    10am—3pm 

Before Care Latchkey  7am-10am 

After Care Latchkey  3pm-6pm 

   (additional fees for Latchkey Care apply) 

We are closed on the 4th of July 

Weekly Schedule 

Each day at The SAL begins with the whole camp coming together for 

opening ceremonies.  Each day is unique and full of fun and            

surprises.  Make sure and ask your child what happened each day! 

Younger Unit—Children entering 1st-4th Grade 

Our Taste of Adventure program encourages young campers to experience a 

variety of different camp activities with new friends  and caring camp    

counselors.  Kids take part in a variety of supervised activities.  We know 

that young campers gain a greater sense of security and community by   

remaining with their “new” friends and camp counselor.  That is why we 

engage children in activities that encourage camaraderie and social           

interaction so that they feel comfortable and free to experience all the    

possibilities camp has to offer.   

Older Unit—Children entering 5th-7th grade 

For older campers we will offer camper choice electives. Each Tuesday & 

Thursday the older campers will select 2-3 areas which they would like to 

learn more about.  During these days, the campers will spend their         

afternoons in activities developing skills and interest in these electives.    

Activities like dance, band, art, and more.  The older campers will have a 

chance to choose activities that may spark an interest for a lifetime! 
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Absentees 

No need to call if your child will not be here.  HOWEVER, we ask that you 

please arrive no later than 10:05 for camp.  It helps with attendance and if we 

need to leave a few minutes early for a field trip.  We lock our doors at 

10:10am, so late arrivals should please enter through our main office on the 

South side of the building.   

Medication and Illness 

Anytime a camper brings medicine to camp, a medication form must be on file.  The 

medication should be in the original container with the child’s name clearly marked, 

and we must follow the instructions on the bottle.  All medicine will be given directly 

to a staff member.  Children cannot administer  medicine to themselves.   

If a child becomes ill or is injured at camp, an attempt will be made to notify the par-

ents.  If no parent can be reached, the staff will use their judgment as to the serious-

ness of the condition.  For those injuries and illnesses requiring medical attention, a 

local doctor will be used.  Children must be clear of fever, vomiting, and diaherra for 

24 hours before returning to camp.   

The SAL has a NO NIT policy.   

What to bring to camp 

 We are very active, so be sure your camper eats a hearty breakfast before 

heading to camp.  

 Pack a lunch.  Lunches are not refrigerated.  Campers may bring a small 

cooler with ice packs.  We will not serve items with nuts, but children 

may bring peanut items in their lunches.  If your child has an allergy, 

please be aware of this.   

 Reusable water bottle! Please send a full bottle of water with your  

camper each day.  They will have multiple opportunities to refill    

throughout the day.  (We want to be a more “green” camp so please 

send reusable water bottles to save us from using plastic cups all day) 

 Swimsuit , towel, & sunscreen.  (campers may bring and be responsible 

for their own pool toys if they wish) 

A backpack is a great way to keep all items together at camp.  All clothing and 

items should be marked with campers name.  Your counselor will alert you if 

other items are needed.  
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SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION 

A Typical Day at Camp 

7:00am—10:00am Before Care for those registered—enter through The SAL 

Community Center Doors on the North side of the building 

9:45am—Arrival at Camp—enter through the North lobby doors on the North 

side of the building 

 please do not arrive before this time if not registered for Before Care. 

10:00am—Opening Ceremonies in the gym 

10:30am—Leave for fieldtrip or start class rotation @ The SAL 

11:30—Lunch for those staying at The SAL 

12:00-3:00pm—Class rotations/activities/guest speakers 

2:30pm—Field Trip group returns 

3:00pm—Day Camp ends, parents pick up—enter through North Lobby Doors 

3:00-6:00pm—After Care for those registered—Parent Pick up The SAL  

Community Center Doors 

 

Sign In/Sign Out   

We are using a program called KIDCHECK.  It’s a child security system that will 

help us better track the children in our program and who is picking them up.   

After registering on-line, you will receive a key tag that you will use to sign 

your child in and out of camp.  You can register as many adults as you need 

and each can receive a key tag.   

See the flier with this handbook for more information on setting up your    

KIDCHECK account OR go to www.kidcheck.com. 

Children signed out after 6pm will be charged $1/ minute per child. 

Please let us know if your child is NOT to be picked up by a specific individual. 
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Older Unit Elective Options 

Campers in the Older Unit can choose four of the following options for their 

class rotations.  Campers will choose their electives on their first day of camp 

at The SAL.    

 

We offer our elective classes based on what our staff’s specialties.  They 

change every year.  Some classes we’ve had in the past are: 

Cooking  Photography 

Sports  Crafts 

Dance  Outdoor Survival 

Drama  Board Game Mania 

Snap Circuits And many more!  

 

Counselors in Training 

Children entering 8th grade in the fall—17 years old can choose to be a part 

of our CIT program.  They are assigned to a group for the summer and help 

the counselor.  Fees for this program are $50/week plus latchkey.   

Our CITs are chosen via an interview process.  Attending camp in previous 

years, does not guarantee a CIT spot.  CITs must be helpful, kind and        

responsible.   

New CITs must fill out the registration form and recommendation form.  

Returning CITs should just fill out the registration form.   
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Field Trips 

Younger Unit: 

Tuesdays—Swimming at various pools  

Thursdays— A variety of local adventures (see the calendar online or pick one up at 

The SAL office for more details) 

Fridays—We’ll take a field trip with the whole camp or have a special theme day at 

The SAL. 

Older Unit: 

Mondays—Swimming at various pools & beaches 

Wednesdays—A variety of local adventures (see the calendar online or pick one up at 

The SAL office for more details) 

Fridays—We’ll take a field trip with the whole camp or have a special theme day at 

The SAL 

Field Trips Continued 

IMPORTANT:  On field trip days, we ask that you not pick up or 

drop off your child at the location.  This helps us with our 

camper count for safety and   payments to the location.  Please 

schedule appointments on days your child stays at the SAL.  

Thank you in advance.   

Campers should wear their Day Camp shirts on Field Trip days.   

Concessions may be available on certain field trips.  Please pack a lunch for your child 

unless the counselor says differently. 

We will return from field trips each day between 2:30 & 3:00pm.   

We travel to and from field trips on regularly inspected Salvation Army  Vehicles.  Our 

bus drivers all have CDL licenses with passenger endorsements.  Our van drivers all 

have State of Michigan Chauffeur licenses.   

Aquatic Activities 

We love being at the pool!  On days when we travel to the beach or  waterpark, 

please send your child with their suit under their clothing and    sunscreen already 

applied.  Our counselors will reapply during the day as best as they can,  but teaching 

your child to apply on their own can be a great help! 

Please also send a change of clothes (including underwear) for after swimming.   
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Camper Behavior Information 

Behavior Guidelines 

The SAL attempts to teach all children the values of respect, responsibility, honesty, 

and caring.  Parents will be notified if behavior problems occur.  The general practice 

of The SAL is to encourage and reward good behavior, and redirect misbehavior.   

Although we make every effort to work with children and teach proper behavior, we 

will suspend or terminate children from the program as a last resort.  Fighting will 

NOT be tolerated and could lead to dismissal. 

General Rules 

Be Kind—keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself 

Be Respectful—to staff, others, yourself, and the facility (clean up) 

Be Safe—stay with a SAL staff member and your buddy 

Rewards for Good behavior 

 Praise from staff 

 Positive phone calls to parents 

 Special surprises: special guests, special project, extra activity time 

Steps which will be taken if camp rules are broken 

 Quick reminder of “Camp Rules”, then re-direction another activity 

 5-10 minutes to think and counselor time to discuss 

 Repeat “Think Time” and counselor time to discuss what can be done next time 

 At check out parents are informed of problem and how it was resolved 

 Parent is called for suggested help 

 Parents are called in for a conference with the Director 

 For continually repeated offenses, child is sent home/suspended from program 

(no refunds) 

 Dismissal from program 

Any physical, emotional or mental harm/threats to one self, another person or     

property may result in  immediate suspension  or dismissal. 

Parent Conferences are available if needed.  Please call the Community Center      

Director to arrange for a conference at 248.585.5600 ext 225. 


